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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 24, 89, 95 and 96 are allowed. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Marcia Doubet on October 17, 2005. 

AMMENDMENT to APPLICATION 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 

a) Claims 25, 30, 38, 64, 66, 83 and 91-93 have been 
canceled. 

b) Replace claim 24 with the following: 

--A method of enhancing voice mail messages by. 
incorporating one or more background sounds which are selected, 
by a caller who speaks a voice mail message, from a plurality of 
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background sounds offered to the caller by a called party's 
voice mail system, with the voice mail message for playback to a 
listener, wherein the voice mail message comprises a plurality 
of message segments, and wherein each of the selected background 
sounds is associated with one or more of the message segments, 
further comprising the step of transmitting an address of each 
of the selected background sounds from a telephone or telephone 
system used by the caller to the called party's voice mail 
system to locate a file containing a respective one of the 
selected background sounds and wherein each address is a Uniform 
Resource Locator*— 

c) Replace claim 8 9 with the following: 
--A computer program product for enhancing voice mail 
messages for playback to a listener, the computer program 
product embodied on one or more computer- readable media and 
comprising: 

computer- readable program code means for incorporating one 
or more background sounds which are selected, by a caller who 
speaks a voice mail message for a called party, from a plurality 
of background sounds offered to the caller by the called party's 
voice mail system, with the voice mail message, wherein the 
voice mail message comprises a plurality of message segments, 
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and wherein each of the selected background sounds is associated 
with one or more of the message segments; and 

computer- readable program code means for transmitting an 
address of each of the selected background sounds from a 
telephone or telephone system used by the caller to the called 
party' s voice mail system to locate a file containing a 
respective one of the selected background sounds and wherein 
each address is a Uniform Resource Locator. -- 

d) Please insert the following new claims: 

Claim 95: The method according to Claim 24, wherein the 
plurality of sounds is offered to the caller by transmitting a 

list of sounds from the called party's voice mail system to the 
caller's telephone or telephone system. 

Claim 96: The method according to Claim 24, wherein the 
plurality of sounds is offered to the caller by audibly 
prompting the caller from the called party's voice mail system 
when the caller speaks the voice mail message. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

5- The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

Ball et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,393,107 (hereinafter Ball) 
discloses: 

A method of enhancing voice mail messages by incorporating 
one or more selected background sounds with a voice mail message 
for playback to a listener (121) , wherein the voice mail message 
comprises a plurality of message segments, and wherein each of 
the selected background sounds is associated with one or more of 
the message segments, further comprising the step of 
transmitting an address of each of the selected background 
sounds from a telephone or telephone system (101) used by a 
speaker (103) of the voice mail message, wherein each address 
may be used to locate a file containing a respective, one of the 
selected background sounds and wherein each address is a Uniform 
Resource Locator (see Table 1 from column 8) . 

However Ball fails to teach the plurality of background 
sounds are offered to the caller (103) by a called party's (121) 
voice mail system (104) . 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
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Anwah whose telephone number is 571-272-7533. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.3 0 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 571-273-8300 for regular communications and 571-273-8300 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this, application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 




Olisa Anwah 
Patent Examiner 
October 20, 2005 
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